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AER Quarterly Report (January- April 2006)

Institutional Affairs Committee (A)

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

President Illy Presents Commissioner Wallström with Recommendations for Reconnecting Europe with the Citizens 

On 9th March, President Illy had a meeting with Vice President of the European Commission, Margot Wallström, to discuss the contribution of the regions to the Commission’s Plan D for Democracy Dialogue and Debate. President Illy presented the Commissioner with a copy of the AER’s White Paper on Reconnecting Europe with the Citizens, which contains a series of 22 recommendations on how the regions can act as a bridge between Europe and the citizens. Commissioner Wallström warmly welcomed the recommendations and committed herself to personally follow-up many of the concrete issues raised. For further details, and a list of the recommendations, please see: http://www.a-e-r.org/news/2006/2006030902.html
Launch of the AER Peer Review Initiative

The AER was successful in obtaining a grant of euro 16,100 for the AER Peer Review Initiative (APRI) pilot project. This project, which will take place in Dubrovnik-Neretva (HR), Odessa (UKR) and Alba (RO), will enable multinational teams of economic development experts to undertake mentoring visits to the pilot regions and provide advice on the improvement of their economic development projects. The following regions have volunteered to participate in the review teams: Friuli Venezia Giulia (I), Campania (I), Steiermark (A), Vienna (A), Salzburg (A), Great Plains Region (HU), Devon (UK) and Hampshire (UK). Any other regions who are interested in participating in this project should contact Joanna Benfield, Director, AER Brussels Office, on j.benfield@a-e-r.org
Success in Lobbying Council Working Group on EGTC

The European institutions have been locked in a batter over the draft regulation for a European Grouping for Territorial Co-operation for a number of months. This legal instrument will allow cross-border bodies to be created to manage Structural Funds and other territorial co-operation programmes. The AER has actively been trying to influence the development of the instrument to ensure that it could be used for interregional, as well as cross-border, co-operation and that there would be a means for regions outside the European Union to participate in it. Following successful co-operation with the European Parliament rapporteur at the end of last year, the AER undertook a campaign in January and February this year to ensure that the Council’s Structural Actions working group would take these considerations into account. Latest drafts of the so-called ‘compromise text’ reflect the AER’s requests. The organisation will continue to work with all the institutions to ensure that the final text maintains these changes.

Launch of the AER European Youth Ambassadors Scheme

The AER (through a collaborative project of Committee A, the Summer School Organising Committee and the Youth Team) has launched a project to create a network of ‘European Youth Ambassadors’– young people who are proactively engaged in the debate on the future of Europe. The role of the European Youth Ambassadors will be to raise awareness of the relevance of European issues amongst young people in their own region, and to transmit the views of young people in their region to the European policy-makers.  The young people will be selected by their regions for involvement in this programme. All the European Youth Ambassadors will attend the 2006 AER Youth Summer School, where they will be provided with information and training on European issues. The European Youth Ambassadors will then organise debates and activities on youth and the future of Europe in their own regions. Finally, a ‘Meet the Policymakers’ event will be organised in Brussels, which will give the European Youth Ambassadors the opportunity to feed the results of their regional actions back to the decision-makers at the European level. Commissioner Wallström had agreed to personally participate in this event. 

Further details can be found on: http://www.a-e-r.org/events/youth-summer-school.html
AER Summer School and Youth Summer School

The AER is organising the 11th Summer School and 5th Youth Summer School in Baia Mare, Romania from 27th August to 2nd September 2006. 

This year's main Summer School will focus upon the theme “Practical Skills for Regional Co-operation in Europe”. It is aimed at officers and politicians working in international affairs in regional administrations. The objective of the Summer School will be to provide participants with hands-on training in a range of skills that they need in order to be able to successfully undertake European co-operation projects and to present their international work to their regions and the citizens. Workshops will be provided in a wide range of areas, including: project management, lobbying, press and communications, intercultural communication and presentation skills.

The Youth Summer School will bring together approximately 50 participants between the ages of 18 and 24 who wish to play a positive role in engaging young people in their regions in the debate on the future of Europe. It will provide participants with the opportunity to debate the role of young people in shaping the Europe of the 21st century and to discuss their views on how Europe needs to develop if it is to fully reflect their needs and interests. Workshops will be provided in a wide range of skills, including intercultural communication skills and skills for influencing European policies.

This year the Summer Schools Organising Committee consists of the following regions: Brussels Capital (B), Friuli Venezia Giulia (I), Istria (HR), Olomouc (CZ), Vestfold (N), Vienna (A), Wallonie (B), Zurich (CH), and the host region of Maramures (RO) together with the City of Baia Mare (RO).

Programmes, practical details and registration forms can be found on:

http://www.a-e-r.org/events/summer-school.html
http://www.a-e-r.org/events/youth-summer-school.html
Task Force on Restructuring

The AER Task Force on Restructuring met in March in order to finalise its draft proposal for the restructuring of the AER’s Committees. The Task Force was set up in 2005 in order to assess whether the AER’s current structures allow if to sufficiently address the challenges facing Europe’s regions today. In order to successfully carry out its remit, the Task Group began by assessing the strengths and weaknesses of the AER’s present work, using the feedback obtained in the membership questionnaire distributed to all members in Spring 2005. It then identified the main challenges that the European regions would face over the coming five years, and used these challenges as a basis for defining a set of AER priorities for the period 2007-2012. Using these priorities, the Task Group has developed a proposal for a potential new committee structure that it believes will help the organisation to best serve the needs of its members.

The consultation documents produced by the Task Force can be found on the AER Intranet site. They will be discussed in each of the spring plenary sessions of the four committees. Members unable to attend a committee meeting are invited to provide the Secretariat with feedback on the documents before the next Bureau meeting, which will take place in Sarajevo on 16th June.

MEETINGS

AER Promotion Event at the House of Lords

On 6th March Lord Hanningfield, Leader of Essex County Council, organised a presentation for UK county councils which are not yet members of the AER. Representatives of Hampshire and West Sussex also presented their involvement in the AER at this meeting.

Meeting with Southern Norwegian Regions

On 30th March, the Brussels Office gave a presentation to a group of visiting representatives from the Norwegian regions of Hedmark, Telemark, Ostfold, Oslo. This was a good opportunity to update the regions on forthcoming activities and events and to explore new possibilities for co-operation.

Presentation at CALRE Meeting

On 9th February, the Brussels office made a presentation at the meeting of CALRE on the Lisbon Strategy and the regions. This proved a good opportunity to deepen co-operation between the two organisations and to develop initiatives for joint actions.

Participation in UK Members Meeting

The AER Secretariat was invited to participate in the UK members meeting on 16 March in Somerset. This proved a good opportunity to present the ongoing work of the AER to the UK regions and to join them in developing a strategy for undertaking a renewed membership drive in the UK. 

Social Cohesion, Social Affairs & Public Health Committee (B)

THEMES

Successful AER Campaign on the Draft Directive on Services in the Internal Market

The European Commission produced a revised proposal for this Directive on 4th April 2006, which takes into consideration a majority of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament on 16 February 2006.

The AER was successful in its campaign: the health and audiovisual sectors have been removed from the Directive’s scope in their entirety, as have services of general interest. The majority of social services are also exempted, whereas the application of the Directive’s provisions to culture and education services has been significantly limited. The controversial ‘country of origin principle’ has been revised and is now named “freedom to provide services”. The new principle requires service providers to apply the rules of the country in which they are operating, but Member States cannot restrict access to their markets and can only impose restrictions on market access under specific conditions. 

The amended version will now be sent back to the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers for further debate and adoption.

Both the revised Commission proposal and the European Parliament’s amendments can be found at: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/internal_market/services/services-dir/proposal_en.htm
Labelling – New Consultation Launched by the European Commission 

The European Commissioner for Health has launched a consultation on labelling of food and non-food products. The consultation touches upon the following themes which are linked to the AER”s work:

· Genetically modified organisms (GMOs) and in particular the question of how to label GMO products. It is rare that the European Commission raises the question of GMOs from a health perspective- to date, the emphasis has been on environmental and agricultural policy.

· Regional agriculture policy: the AER has promoted the concept of regional quality labels. These labels are economic tools for the regions and can significantly contribute to rural economic development. 

· Prevention of alcohol-related harm, and in particular the use of health warnings on alcoholic beverages. Such health warnings are often used as a prevention measure, but there is little harmonisation in this field in Europe.

The AER members will be consulted in order to draft an AER response. The deadline for submitting contributions is 16th June 2006. Further information on this consultation is available on the European Commission’s website: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/food/labellingnutrition/betterregulation/index_en.htm
MEETINGS

AER Committee B plenary meeting and Conference

“Partnerships for the future: the participation of the private sector in public life” 27-28 March 2006, Vrsac (AP Vojvodina, SCG)
Organised as a follow-up to last year’s debate on the future of the European Social Model, the conference focused on how regions can create partnerships with the private sector (including voluntary organisations, private companies and NGOs), in order to improve the organisation, financing and delivery of their health and social services. 

The Committee plenary session discussed latest developments in pubic health and social policy and heard progress reports from the working groups and networks active within the Committee. The members were happy to welcome the contribution of the Committee Youth representative, who raised the alarm about young people’s mental health. 

The Committee members wish to thank the host, the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina (SCG), for their hospitality.

Further information on this meeting, including the speakers’ presentations, is available on our website: http://www.a-e-r.org/events/health-social-affairs-committee/2006/com-b-plenary-and-conference.html
The date and venue of the next Committee plenary meeting will be announced shortly. 

European Public Health Forum (EHPF)

This forum brings together the European Commission and stakeholders to discuss ongoing developments in public health.

During the meeting of 5th April 2006 in Brussels, two workshops were held, on transparency and patient safety respectively. 

The European Commission will publish in May 2006 a Green Paper on Transparency, which will outline:

· the minimum consultation standards the Commission will apply, 

· a more structured framework for the stakeholders which lobby the European Commission 

· proposed measures in order to make EC financing more transparent.

A draft European strategy paper on patients safety will be published by the end of 2006, focusing on:

· how to inform patients of their rights 

· how to empower patients, so that they may actively contribute to decisions about their health

Further information on this meeting, including the background material for the two workshops, is available at: http://forum.europa.eu.int/Public/irc/sanco/ehf/library?l=/2006-04-05_brussels&vm=detailed&sb=Title
Social Inclusion- Stakeholders meeting with the European Commission

The meeting of 23rd March 2006 in Brussels focused on the preparation of the 2006 Round Table on Social Exclusion, which will be co-organised by the European Commission and the Finnish EU Presidency, will take place on 16-17 October 2006 in Tampere (FIN). The following themes will be examined during this event:

· Active inclusion - how to integrate employment and inclusion policies in a balanced way?

· The role of social services of general interest when combating social exclusion

· Mainstreaming Social Inclusion

· Social rights and minimum social standards  
Stakeholders are invited to contribute to the organisation of the above workshops and the AER wishes to contribute to the social services theme. All AER Members interested in contributing, please contact the Committee Secretariat.

NETWORKS & INTERREGIONAL COOPERATION PROJECTS

Preventing Alcohol-Related Harm – Project to be submitted for EC co-financing

The working group on the prevention of alcohol-related harm decided at its meeting on 27 March 2006 in Vrsac (AP Vojvodina, SCG) to join the European project entitled “Building Capacity: Implementing Coordinated Alcohol Policy Across Europe”. This project will be apply for EC co-financing under the 2006 call for proposals of the European Public Health Programme (deadline for application: 19 May 2006).

Within this project, the AER will contribute the regional perspective on prevention strategies, by establishing a network, which will hold biannual peer reviews on regional prevention policies and initiatives. The aim of this project is to raise awareness about the potential human, health, social and economic impact of alcohol among the regions and to bring together politicians, officers, experts and NGOs active in this field in order to regularly evaluate and improve regional policies and initiatives. The AER Youth Team has been invited to contribute. All AER member regions interested in participating to this network, please contact the Committee Secretariat. 

Further details, including a project outline and background documents of the working group, are available on the AER website: http://www.a-e-r.org/main-issues/health-social-affairs.html
ALIVE network – project application 

The partners met in Vrsac on 27 March 2006 in Vrsac (AP Vojvodina, SCG) and discussed potential project proposals and sources for co-financing. They decided to create a regional network focusing on elderly care and to apply for co-financing under 2006 call for proposals of the European Public Health Programme. Partners are currently deciding on the final content of the project, and proposals include preventive home visits for the elderly, increasing preventive health information, or creating regional coordination bodies to efficiently manage disabled elderly services.

Further information on the work of the partners, including the project proposals, is available from the Committee Secretariat. 



UPCOMING

International conference 

“E-health: around the clock care for everyone, everywhere” 9-10 June 2006, Piteå (Norrbotten, S) 

Organised jointly by the County Council of Norrbotten (S) and the AER, this event will examine how regions can employ e-health technologies and policies to improve the quality and efficiency of the delivery of their health services. The first part of the conference will focus on analysing European, national and regional policies for e-health. This will be followed by a presentation of regional e-health initiatives and the host region of Norrbotten is also organising a study visit in order to see  e-health in practice. 

An exhibition area will be organised in order to allow regions to present their work in this area and to network with like-minded partners. 

All AER members are invited to participate to this event free of charge. 

For further information, please visit our website: http://www.a-e-r.org/events/health-social-affairs-committee/2006/e-health-seminar.html or contact the Committee Secretariat. 

Next AER Thematic Dossier on E-health

The next quartelry AER thematic dossier will focus on e-health and will analyse the potential of e-health policies, as well as present examples of how AER membes have used e-health technologies in their region. 

The dossier will be published at the end of May 2006 and will be made available on the AER website and from the AER Secretariat. 

Conference on Regional Labels, Kriti (GR), October 2006 

The Committee will cooperate with the AER “Regional Policies” Committee and MEP Stavros Arnaoutakis, to organise a conference on regional quality labels in Kriti (GR). This event will analyse the value of regional labels as an economic tool for the regions and a quality guarantee for consumers. An exhibition of regional products will be organised in parallel to this event. 

Further information on this event will be made available from the AER Secretariat shortly. All regions interested in contributing to this event, by giving and oral contribution or by having a stand exhibiting their products, are requested to contact the AER Secretariat. 

OG, 24th April 2006

Regional policies Committee (C)

POLITICAL ISSUES / MEETINGS

launch of the AER strategy and action plan on energy  

Rising oil prices, the recent disruption of gas supply from Russia and her disputes with her neighbours have all highlighted Europe’s dependence in the field of energy. Europe also has to face the effects of global warming and climate change, which are directly linked to energy consumption. To face these challenges, the EU set out the basis for a European Energy Policy in a Green Paper, published on 8 March. Two of the key action areas of the Green paper are the setting up of a more sustainable, efficient and diverse energy mix, and the promotion of energy efficient and low carbon technologies. The achievement of these objectives can only be achieved through full commitment of all levels of government and their citizens. Many Regions in Europe have already put in place projects to promote RES and energy efficiency on their territory, and a lot can be learned from them. To actively contribute to the overall goals of security of supply and fight against climate change, the AER has therefore decided to take its responsibility in the European energy strategy, by launching an Energy Strategy and Action Plan. 

This Strategy and Action plan were first discussed at the World Energy Days in Wels, Upper Austria (A), on 3-6 March 2006. This event, which was co-organised with the support of the AER, gathered 900 participants from all over Europe, but also the United States, Japan or China. The AER Committee C Secretariat coordinated the Conference on Green Electricity, and enabled the active participation of Norrbotten (S), the Region co-chairman of its working group on energy, and Comunidad Valenciana (E). More information on this event is available under:
http://www.energiesparverband.com/esv/index.php?id=228&L=1 

The AER Energy Action Plan will be submitted for adoption at the Committee C meeting in Valencia, on 20 April. This Plan aims at encouraging Regions to actively promote RES and energy efficiency measures on their territory, through concrete actions, which can be divided into 3 pillars:

· A political pillar on monitoring: production of an AER response to the Green Paper on energy. 

· An informative pillar on exchange of best practices: 

· AER Regions will be invited to sign the Declaration of the Regions in favour of RES and energy efficiency, which was launched in Wels. 

· Creation of an online data-base of best regional practices in the field of RES and energy efficiency, on the AER website, to offer a platform for permanent exchanges between Regions and interested stakeholders

· An operative pillar on interregional cooperation and the setting up of concrete common projects to be co-funded in the framework of the current (Intelligent Energy Europe) or future EU Programmes (7th Framework Programme / Competitiveness and Innovation Programme): A first ‘projects exchange corner’ will be organised in Valencia, on Thursday 20 April, in the framework of the meeting of the AER working group on energy.

See for further details: http://www.a-e-r.org/events/regional-policies-committee/2006/valencia.html 

AER Campaign for quality agriculture – fruitful contacts with commissioner fischer-boel

AER Committee C participated in the second Berlin Conference on GMO-free Regions and biodiversity, which took place during the Green Week in January. Committee C was represented  by Estelle DELANGLE, AER Committee C Assistant, and Pawel POLANECKI, Deputy Chairman of the Parliament of Mazowieckie (PL). A full report on this event is available under:

http://www.a-e-r.org/top-priority-issues/promotion-of-quality-agriculture.html 

The AER position on GMOs and coexistence was then presented to the EC Commissioner for Agriculture, Ms Fischer-Boel, on 23 March 2006. The representatives of the AER during this individual meeting were Mr Josef MARTINZ, Minister for Agriculture of Carinthia (A), Mr Klaus KLIPP, AER Secretary General and Ms Agnès CICCARONE, AER Committee C Policy Coordinator. The AER recalled at this occasion its position adopted at the May 2005 Conference, according to which a common EU legislative framework for coexistence is necessary, if we want to ensure the safeguarding of conventional and organic agriculture. 

The report of the May 2005 Conference was handed out to the Commissioner, together with the AER Ten points for a coexistence framework. The full report on this meeting is available under:

http://www.a-e-r.org/top-priority-issues/promotion-of-quality-agriculture.html 

Mr POLANECKI and Ms DELANGLE were also present at the EC Conference on coexistence held on 5-6 April 2006 in Vienna. The AER was one of the few interregional organisations invited to actively take part in this event. Many articles were published on the AER positions on GMOs, in particular in the French national press: links can be requested at the AER Communication Department. 

lobbying on the Future of european cohesion policy 

Whilst its architecture is now fixed, the functioning of future cohesion policy, i.e., the technical aspects regarding the management of structural funds remain to be defined.  The AER Committee C has therefore pursued its lobbying for a true bottom-up approach and enhanced decentralisation of the management of structural funds at the occasion of the Territorial Dialogue, which took place on 3 March in Brussels: AER Committee C was represented at this occasion by MR MAIRAL, Vice-President of Auvergne. The report of the meeting is available upon request. 

progress towards increased number of sustainable quality tourism best practices in the regions 

In order to support the dissemination of best practice in sustainable tourism, the AER Committee C is the patron of the European Touring Nature Label. The first Label was allocated in January 2006 to the Region of the Lake Tisza in Hungary, in the presence of Thomas CARLSSON, chairman of the AER network on tourism. 

See: http://www.a-e-r.org/about-aer/regional-policies-committee/partner-network.html 

Between January and March 2006, the Committee C Secretariat also worked on the finalisation of a video presenting the AER tourism webportal, to be broadcasted in Valencia, on 20 April. 

See: http://www.aertourismnetwork.org/  

UPCOMING EVENTS

meeting with commissioner hübner, 4 april 2006 

Individual meeting between Adrien ZELLER, Vice-President of the AER, the AER Secretary General, Committee C Secretariat and Commissioner Hübner

AER committee c plenary meeting on ‘mainstreaming environmental awareness – sustainable tourism and renewable energy sources as motors for regional growth’, Comunidad Valenciana, 19-21 April 2006 

AER seminar on regional economic development, noord-brabant (NL), 18-19 may 2006
AC, April 2006

Culture, Education & Training, Youth Committee (D)

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

Monitoring Process concerning the Draft Directive on Services in the internal Market

Following the amendments the European Parliament had submitted at first reading on 16 February, the European Commission has presented on 4 April a revised proposal. Whereas Parliament's amendments concerning cultural and linguistic diversity as well as media pluralism have been accepted in their entirety and the audiovisual services are completely exempted, cultural and eductional services will be open to interpretation, as only “Services of general interest” will not fall under the scope of the Directive, but “Services of economic interest” will. Each Member State is nevertheless given the freedom to define, in respect of existing EU legislation, the notion of “service of general economic interest”. The "country of origin principle", renamed "freedom to provide services", has also been adopted with a certain number of adjustments and stipulating that the Directive’s provisions shall not apply to a specified list of “Services of General Interest”.

The Austrian Presidency seems to be determined to present a Council Common position at the next session of the Competitiveness Council on 29 May 2006 in order to come to a final agreement before the end of its term on 30 June.

Protection of  European Cultural heritage

The Working Community of the Danube Regions, in the framework of the its conference of Heads of Governments on the occasion of its 15th Anniversary, has adopted a resolution for the protection of cultural heritage and calling upon the European Union to create, by analogy with the Euromed-Heritage programme, a programme for the benefit of third countries and their regions. In asking support, the Danube Regions have forwarded this resolution to Committee D which will seek synergies and develop cooperation between the Working Community and its own initiatives in this field, which aim in particular at the accession and EU candidate countries. Planned activities will deal with raising awarenss concerning cultural heritage, inventoring and creating networks.

International Poetry Competition
The title of "Poem of Europe 2005" in the framework of the Féile Filochta / International Poetry Competition, which is organised every year by Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council (IRL) in cooperation with the AER, has been awarded to Christl Greller (Vienna/A) for her poem "im schneesturm". She was presented with the AER's cup at the award ceremony on 24 March 2006 in Dún Laoghaire.

http://www.dlrcoco.ie/LIBRARY/feile05/index.html
The use of Information Technologies in schools – from the kindergarten to university

The Region of Fyn (DK) has started work concerning the use of information technology in schools by studying a sample of five regions. On the basis of the findings, the initial questionnaire will be refined and disseminated to all the members of the AER. The aim is to inventory the media and methods that are used, to establish best practice and to foster networking.

AER Youth Team

After its presentation at the AER General Assembly in Strasbourg, the AER Youth Team is taking up its work. The young people have agreed on a work programme (available from Committee D secretariat) and will suggest a certain number of topics to the AER's Committees at their forthcoming meetings.



Internal matters

Following the call for applications concerning the vacancy of the position of Policy coordinator of Committee D, a selection of candidates has been invited for interviews. Mr Martin MÜHLECK (German, 32 years), who holds a Master’s Degree in European Pre-Accession Studies as well as in History and English, is presently working as a Consultant at Grayling Public Affairs in Brussels and will take up his new functions with the AER in July 2006.



Coming up

· AER Youth Team meeting, Umeå (S), 3 May 2006

· Committee D Plenary meeting, Umeå (S), 4 & 5 May 2006

· International Conference "European Culture, the Culture of the Future – The Role of Cultural Regions and Sub-Regions in Europe", Pécs (H), 25-26 May 2006

· 4th Structured Dialogue meeting with Commissioner Jan FIGEL, on "The European policy of Education and Culture: its contribution to the success of the Lisbon Strategy – the role of regions and cities", Brussels, 20 June 2006

GROUP ON EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN

The VIth AER Conference on Equal Opportunities between men and women gathered together 50 participants from AER member regions in Kiruna, Norrbotten (S), on March 10, 2006. Speakers included Mrs Margareta WINBERG, Swedish Ambassador to Brazil, former Swedish Minister for Equal Opportunities (1998-2003) and former vice Prime Minister of Sweden (2002-2003), and Mrs. Kirsti KOLTHOFF, President of the European Women’s Lobby, among many others. The topics covered included all 4 priorities put forward in its 2005 meeting in Paris (F) : men and equal opportunities, violence, education and economic integration. A Political Declaration was unanimously adopted, as well as a resolution against prostitution during the World Cup 2006, which was sent to Chancellor Angela MERCKEL. These documents are available on the AER web page, at the following address: 

http://www.a-e-r.org/main-issues/equal-opportunities.html
EURODYSSEY

The Eurodyssey Steering Committee met in Strasburg on February 27 and 28, 2006. It welcomed Anna FIORINI (Rhône-Alpes) and Oxana SYTCHEVA (Champagne-Ardennes), who are resuming coordination of the programme in their respective regions. Individual member regions of the steering committee also assumed responsibility for each of the 13 regions
 that have expressed a wish to join the programme and will give them all the necessary help to implement Eurodyssey efficiently.

The Steering Committee also worked on the Forum 2006, which will be held in Akershus (Oslo), on September 20-23. In addition to a presentation of the European Commission on 2006: European year of Workers’ Mobility, the Forum will allow new and long-standing members to know one another better, to discuss common problems and exchange best practices.

During the first 3 months of 2006, some 121 placements were organized, 60% of which granted to girls.
� Andalusia (E), Arges (RO), Cantabria (E), Central Swiss Cantons (CH), Devon (GB), Friuli Venezia Giulia (I), Picardie (F), Timisoara (RO), Val d’Aosta (I), Varazdin (HR), Vojvodina (SiM), Vysocina (CZ), Zagreb (HR).
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